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Following the State governments announcement last week that they will reopen options for 

graduates to be state sponsored for a 489 or 190 visa we thought we would examine the reaction 

from Students who intended to or did commence study in Western Australia. Will this change their 

opinion of studying in WA ?  And more importantly what will they advise their family and friends ? 

In particular we were very concerned that the State government seems to just be targeting high 

academia students and giving NO sponsorship opportunity to Degree, Diploma or Trade occupation 

graduates. This seems counter productive as other states do offer pathways for these graduates. 

Even more so when you understand that these Degree, Diploma and Trade occupation graduates 

make up over 70% of international students studying in WA. 

Our survey this week was answered by 129 international students who either were going to, are 

currently, or have completed their studies in Western Australia. 

We asked them the following questions and you can see the results below. 

 

1. If there were NO state sponsorship options for 489 or the 190 visa in WA and you could start 

again, what is your most likely decision about studying in WA ? 

Study in WA – 9% 

Study elsewhere – 91% 

 

 

 

2. Would you recommend friends or family to study in WA if there were NO State Sponsorship 

? 

Yes – 6% 

No – 94% 



 

 

 

3. The WA government has said they will shortly reopen state sponsorship and support the 

following students for a 489/190 through a limited number of sponsorship places.  

 
The McGowan Government will give high achieving education graduates – PhD, Masters, 

Honours and other higher degree graduates – a pathway to skilled migration. Given this new 

State policy and you could start again, what is your most likely decision about studying in 

WA ? 

I would study in WA – 36% 

I would study elsewhere – 64% 

 

 

4. Would you recommend friends or family to study in WA with this new policy ? 

Yes – 49% 

No – 51% 

 

 

5. If the WA government ALSO opened 489/190 sponsorship to high point scoring Bachelor 

Degree, Diploma and Trade Certificate graduates, and you could start again, what is your 

most likely decision about studying in WA ? 

I would study in WA – 85% 

I would study elsewhere – 15% 

 

6. Would you recommend friends or family to study in WA with this expanded sponsorship 

options ? 

Yes – 81% 

No – 19% 

 

 

7. Other states of Australia such as NSW, Victoria, and South Australia sponsor well over 2000 
skilled people per year each for 489/190 visas. What is the right number of people WA would 
have to sponsor per year for the 489/190 visa to make you choose WA as the best state to 
study in rather than another state of Australia ? 
 

Range 500-5000 

Average 2572  

 



 

We allowed comments at the end of the survey. Here is a brief selection that reflects those of the 129 

responders. 

 

 At least sponsor your students, who paid more than triple time fee as compared to domestic/ 

local students (studying same thing). Paying more tax. Paying too much health insurance fees 

even not using it. It’s not fare with international students. At least give them one benefit, which 

could be “state sponsorship”. It is not a big or impossible demand. Every other state is doing 

it. It will not just help international students, but it will also help Australian economy. It is give 

& take. 

 

 I don’t have any concerns about any political party. I only understand if you would not get PR 

in the state where you study, I would not recommend to stay inWA in future. Move 

somewhere else. I also would not recommend anyone to stay or study in WA with current 

situation. 

 

 I don’t trust wa ... who knows when they will change rules again so it’s better don’t come to 

wa and spoil your future .... I did a mistake I don’t want anyone to made this kind of mistake 

 

 State migration plan should have extended occupation list and give preference to international 

graduates like other states. 

 

 It can boom the economy and help students 

 

 Should be flexible immigration policy. WA government should invest in all the areas to creat 

jobs not compensating from immigration by cutting numbers. It is a short term solution. 

 

 they should encourage diploma level education as well and include more occupations on their 

list 

 

 They should start sponsorship soon in order to stay in competion with other stats who are 

giving sponsorship to skill studets to make their economy strong as student migration is 

important factor. 

 

 It's unfair sponsoring only high achieving graduates. Everyone deserves to be given a 

chance. States like Tasmania & south Australia are more attractive than WA currently & am 

planning to move to Tasmania in the near future 

 

 It was silly of the government to scrap state sponsorship to begin with, you are paying for it 

already and it will likely keep bleeding even more. Good job. 

 



 I am in hospitality industry and All the hospitality related people know that how much we 

struggle to get the right and skilled people. The WA govt. should take some serious steps to 

attract hospitality related people as they are migrating to other states. Thanks 

 

 I came to WA for study in 2016 and then it was good opportunity for internationals to get the 

sponsorship well. But these days we can see due to other state sponsorship many of my 

friends and their friends move to regional areas and other states due to easy rules. My many 

friends want to come here as international students but if the rules are running same we 

would not recommend anyone to came and study. Probably due to this the economy level of 

WA will get down very soon. 

 

 Please be flexible with your requirements and criteria as you have less students there and if 

you won’t be flexible with requirements then no students want to come to WA for study. 

 

It is clear from this that the WA government has not understood the mood and importance of 

supporting the vast majority (over 70% of the international student market)  that do not study 

Masters, Honours and PHD programs.  

If the government only support this small elite group they will not encourage international students 

to choose WA over the other states who offer a much fairer sponsorship pathway. 

Also it is important to note that the average number of places that WA must sponsor to change 

students choice of where to study is 2572. A similar figure to what was provided by South Australia, 

Victoria and NSW last program year.  

Thanks to all those who took time to complete the survey. We will be passing this information on to 

various stakeholders in the WA government. And if we do not receive a satisfactory outcome will 

look at passing this to various press and media outlets as before to make the government listen to 

the concerns of the 70% of international students who will miss out with this announcement. 
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